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SUBJ: FISHERIES: CANADA-SPAIN DISCUSSIONS 

FOLLOWING IS FULLTEXT OF JOINT COMMUNIQUE RELEASED BY EXTAFF 
ON FEBRUARY 23 REGARDING RECENT CANADA-SPAIN FISHERIES 
DISCUSSIONS: 

BEGIN TEXT. CANADIAN AND SPANISH REPRESENTATIVES MET IN 
OTTAWA ON FEBRUARY 19 AND 20, 1976 TO DISCUSS THEIR FUTURE 
COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF FISHERIES. THE MEETING CARRED 
FORWARD DISCUSSIONS HELD IN OTTAWA JANUARY 15 AND 16. 

THE SPANISH DELEGATION WAS LED BY MR. VICTOR MORO 
RODRIGUEZ, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FISHERIES, MINISTRY OF COMMERCE. 
THE CANADIAN DELEGATION WAS LED BY MR. L.H. LEGAULT. DIRECTOR 
GENERAL, INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORATE, FISHERIES & MARINE 
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THE MEETING FOLLOWED THE UNDERSTANDING REACHED ON 
AUGUST 7, 1975 BETWEEN CANADA AND SPAIN TO CONSIDER THE 
ELABORATION OF A BILATERAL AGREEMENT ON FISHERIES 
COOPERATION THAT WOULD ESTABLISH THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
GOVERNING CONTINUED FISHING BY THE SPANISH FLEET IN 
WATERS OFF CANADA'S ATLANTIC COAST, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
ANTICIPATED LEGAL AND JURISDICTIONAL CHANGES IN THE 
REGIME OF FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AND TRADITIONAL SPANISH 
FISHING IN SUCH WATERS. 

THE TWO SIDES PUT FORWARD PROPOSALS AS THE POSSIBLE 
BASIS FOR AN AGREEMENT ON THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS THAT 
WOULD GOVERN CONTINUED FISHING BY SPANISH VESSELS IN 
AREAS TO BE BROUGHT UNDER CANADIAN JURISDICTION BEYOND 
THE PRESENT LIMITS OF THE CANADIAN TERRITORIAL SEA AND 
FISHING ZONES OFF THE ATLANTIC COAST. ON THE BASIS OF 
THESE PROPOSALS THEY AGREED TO THE TERMS OF AN AGREEMENT 
WHICH, IF APPROVED BY BOTH GOVERNMENTS, WOULD PERMIT 
SPANISH VESSELS TO FISH IN THE AREAS CONCERNED, UNDER 
CANADIAN AUTHORITY AND CONTROL, FOR RESOURCES SURPLUS 
TO CANADIAN REQUIREMENTS. 

THE PROPOSED AGREEMENT WILL NOW BE SUBMITTED TO 
THE APPROVAL OF THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. END TEXT. 
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